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The King's Ca to GEORGE Earl 
of DaLHousSIE E and order- 
ed to be recorded. 


* 


Edinburgh, Moy 24, ; 1781. | X 
IE. General Aſſembly of this National Church 


being convened and conſtituted, there was 
produced to. them, by the Right Honourable 
GORE Earl of DALHOUSIE, the King's Com- 
miſſion, ſealed with the Seal appointed by the treaty of 
Vnion to be kept and uſed i in Scotland, in wow of the 
Great 
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4 . he As of the 


Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his 


Majeſty's High Commillioner and Repraſentative in this 
Aſſembly; which commiflion was publicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 


the books, of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows: 


EORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magnæ Britauniæ, Franciæ, 
et Hiberme Rex, Fidei Defenjor : Omnibus probis ho- 
minibus, ad quos preſentes litere nyftre pervenerint, ſalutem. 
Quandoqudem nos confiderantes, quod generalts ecclefue Scotiæ 
conventus in vigeſumum quartum diem Mai. inſtantis condenire 
ordinatus fuit; moſque etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſ= 


farium eſſe judicantes in commodum dic tæ eccleſie, e, ut idem ge- 


neralis eccleſue conventus, dic fiatuto debite Croat atque 
rebus magni momenti nos alio vocaniibus, ditto conventui per- 
fonaliter mntere/ſe nequimus ; noj/que abunde ſati ffacti de fideli- 
tate et ſuſfficientia ſideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi naſtri conſanguinei, 
Georgii Comitis de Dalhouſie, quod ad ſummum munus rate 


exercendum et obeundum uſqueguaque ft fit inſtructus: Noveritts 


zettur, nos nommaſſe, conſtituiſſe, et W 1 = ficuti nos, tenore 
preſentium, nominamus, conſtituimus, et ordinamus, memara- 
tum fideliſſimum et prædlilectiſſimum noſirum conſanguincum 

Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, fapremum noft rum Com- 
mifftonariam diflo generali eccleſic conventus Sceti, dando 
et concedendo illi plenam noftram poteflatem, commiſſionem, 
et warrantun, ſucrum noftram perſonam et authoritatem re- 
galem repreſentandi, nec non preſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et 
locum ngſerum in ditto ſubſequente general; convent,” tangquam 
Cammiſſianario noſtro ad hunc efectum ſecialiter Fonflituto, 
tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperium et mum Conmmſſionari: 
pro generali eccleſie conventu peragendi, tam plene, adecque libere 
in quovis reſpeclu, quam quilibet alius ejuſdlem ſummi muneris 
fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore præterito facere potuerat, vel ac 
fi nos ipſi perſonaliter preſentes facere potuerimus. Pueque 
omnia et fingula per dicto Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, 

in hac commiſſions projequenda legitime facta, ſeu fleri ardi- 
nata nos firmiter approbanus, et habituri fumus. Omrmibus 
et 2 ngulis inſuper dictæ eccleſiæ paſtoribus, et pre/byteris, 

cæteriſque quibuſcunque intra illam partem Magne Britanme 


Scotiam vocatam, ſubditis noftris, cufuſcunque gradus ſeu 


qualitatts, ut Jian Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, fan- 
quan ſupremum noftrum Cemmiſſionarium, qucad effettum et mo- 


dum ſupra ment ionatum revereantur, qgugſcant, et dict. ipfius 
audientes 
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auliences ſe prebeant | firifte mandamus et inperamus: Atque 
Henc noſtram commiſſionem, a dico vigeſimo quarto die Maii in- 
Jmtis incipere, et deinceps hac ſubſeguend. ſeſſione dicti ge- 
 reralts conventus, in vigore continuare declaramus, vel uſque 
dum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus rei teſtt= 
nonium preſentibus, ſigillum naſtrum per Unions tratatum 
cuſfodiend. et in Scotia, vice et loco Magni Sigilli qjuſdem 
utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus; apud aulam noſtram 
apud St James's, ſeptimo die menſis Maii, anno. Domini mille- 
fimo JSeptingentifimo et octogeſimo- primo, regnique ngſtri anno. 
_—_ STING. Per fignaturam mann S. D. N. regis jupra- 
5 1 a 


ett ee 
Wu 

_ The KiNG's moſt gracious Letter to he 

General Aſſembly, preſented to them 

by To nes 8 Commiſſtoner. aner, 


GEORGE R. e 


—— 


Ru Rind and well-beloved, we gre e tycu 
well. The uniform experience we lia ve had of 
your ſteady and unwearied zeal, in purſuing the great 
objects for which you are aſſembled, 1 the moſt ſtrenu- 
ous exertions to ſupport the cauſe of true religion and 
ſound morality, and to ſuppreſs all impiety and licen- 
tlouſneſs, makes us embrace, with the utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion, this freſh occaſion of aſſuring you of our ready 
concurrence with you in every thing that may tend to 
the advancement of purpoſes ſo eſſential to the happinets 
of our people. Such conduct in you cannot but con- 

firm our fixed reſolution to maintain the Church of Scot- 

land, as by law eſtabliſhed, in the full bone of all 

its riglits and privileges. N 
Your endeavours to promote the practice of reaÞpiety, 

of brotherly love, and. Chriſtian benevolence, . will be 


much enfor ced by the example we are e confident you will 
: B 2 We ; 3 3 ok 


6 | _ "The Acts of the 


hold forth, in carefully avoiding all unavailing alterca- 

tions and animolities in the courle of your deliberations; 
and we truſt that the wiſdem of your councils will can- 
tinue to be ſolely directed to the reſtraining of- eveiy 
ſpecies of vice and immorality, to the encouragement r 
virtue, piety, and obedience to all legal authority, az 
the only means to inſure the peace, tes. and. Happi- 
neſs of the community, and the everlaſting. welfare of 
each individual, 


The knowledge we have of the loyalty. and fidelity of 


our right trulty. and: right well beloved couſin, George 


Earl of Dalhouſie, hath ace us to appoint him again 
to repreſent our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly. We 


felt an additional ſatisfaction in chis appointment, from 


a perſuaſion that this choice would be moſt pleaſing to 


vou, as he hath given ſu many proots of his abilities to 


dilcharge the duties of this high office, and of his zeal 
for the proſperity of the Church of Scotland, | 
There only remains to expreſs our hopes, chat the 
ſame ſpirit of. harmony and concord will continue to in- 


fluence your proceedings in-the buſinels before you, will 


produce the ſame good effects as it hath done in former 
Aſſemblies, and bring this meeting to as happy à con- 
cluſion: And ſo we bid you heartily fare wel. | 


Given at our Court at St James? s, the 7th day 
of May 1781, in the TE Tear of our. 


reign. 
By his' Majeſty's comment | 
(Signed) STORMONT.. 
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III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 


King's moſt gracious Letter. 


| Moy 11 pleaſe oy" e, 


on gracious letter, with mh your Majeſty _ 
het plealed to honour this meeting of the. nation- 
al Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, was received 


| . 


with the reſpect: and gratitude due & to ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
mark of Royal favour: 


We bleſs the King of kings, that we live under the 


government of a Peiner ads] is the nurling father of the 
Church, who affords the miniſters of the goſpel the 
countenance of his authority in purſuing the great ob- 
jects for K#hich we are aſſembled, and whoſe approba- - 


tion they can in no way fo effectuallv obtain, as by. their 
ſtrenuous exertions to ſupport the cauſe of true religion 
and ſound morality, and to ſuppreſs all impiety and li- 


centiouſneſs. We receive the aſſurance of your Majeſty” "= 


concurrence with us as a moſt honourable reward of our 
_ paſt labours, and a moſt powerful encouragement to 
per ſevere, with a ſteady and unwearied zeal, in advan- 
cing purpoſes ſo eſſential to the happineſs of your people. 


We rely, with entire confidence, on the declaration of 
your Majeſty's reſolation to maintain the Church of Scot- 


land, as by law eſtabliſhed, in the full poſſeſſion of all 
its rights and privileges; and we truſt, that, through 


the grace of the Almighty, our conduct will 18 | 


- confirin this reſolution in your Royal breaſt. 


We ſhall endeavour, by diligent ſtudy, regular ex- 


ample, and earneſt miniſtration, to promote the prac- 
tice of real piety, brotherly love, and Chriſtian bene- 


volence ; and we ſhall: be careful to hold forth theſe 


the 
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moſt eſſential virtues of our holy religion, by continu- 
ing to avoid all unayailing altercations and animoſities in 


: 
oh | . | 
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| che courſe of our deliberations; truſting that our coun- 
cils, directed by ſuch a ſpirit, will dend, through the ' 
* | bleſſing of God, to reſtrain every ſpecies of vice and 
immerulity, and to encourage virtue, piety, and obe- 
dience to legal authority, which we are convinced are 
the only means to enſure the peace, order, and happi- 
neſs of the community, and the crerlatiing weltare of 
each individual. 

The appointment of the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Dalhouſie, to repeſent your Royal Perſon in this Aſſem- 
| | bly, we conſider as a freſh and ſignal inſtance of your 
Majeſty's favour. We are not only ſatisfied of his loyal- 
| ty and fidelity, from your Majelty's frequent and public 
= approbation of his conduct; but we have had ourſelves 
the moſt certain and pleaſing experience of theſe virtnes, 
as alſo of his great abilities ro diſcharge the duties of 
this high office, and of his zeal for the proſperity of the 


: Church of Salad. | 
We beg leave to return our moſt grateful acknowledg- 


ments to your Majeſty, for your attention to the propa- 
' « gating Chriſtian principles, and the reformed religion in 
N che Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland. It ſhall be our 
: le er to apply your Royal donation 1 in ſuch a man- 
ner as may beſt anſwer your Nahen! 8 Pons and gene- 
1 rous intention. | 
| B Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall audy 
# to anſwer the hopes which you are pleaſed to expreſs, 
| by maintaining the ſame ſpirit of harmony and concord, 
| Which hath procured to former Aſſemblies the honour of 
Þ your royal approbation, without which we are ſenſible 
thar the good effects of our meeting muſt be in a Sreat 
| meaſure defeated. 

That the God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may 
protect your perſon, prolong your days, and continue 
your reign in the hearts of a dutiful people; that, through 

N divine bleſſing upon your arms, peace may ſpeedily 
++, bs: reſtored ; that the Almighty may power down his 
Choiceſt gilis upon our gracious Queen Charlotte, his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and all the Royal 
Family; and that your Majeſty, after being long pre- 
ſer ved the watchful guardian of religion and liberty, may 
YecELVE the rich unfading crown, lai] up for eminent uſe- 
| kfulnetz, 


— . ² pm as — 
r 


—_ 
— 
* 


2 — —ů — 
— — — — 


— —— — 


— 


14 


— — — — ww — . 
— > —_—_ —___—— Tre V — 


—U— 4... 


— — 
— — —— — a 5 1 #-. | 
% 


*, 
. * I 
| oy & 
PE 0 


i OY 


General Aſembly, 1781. | 9 | 


fulneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Theſe are the 
earneſt prayers of, | plans; 


May 1 is pleaſe your Majeſty, 5 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithft l, 
Moſt obedient, «+ 
And moſt loyal Subjects," 
The Miniſters and Elders inet in this National 


te of the Church of Scotland. ODE» 
2 
signed in our name, 
In our preſen ce, 


And at our appointment, by 


„ WII. DALRYMPLE, Moderate: 


” þ 
' 


The . Aſſembly's ; Addreſs. to his 
Majeſty on the birth 45 another Prince, 


and on the preſent ſituation of Pubic 
affairs. V 


11 


ue it pleaſe your Mich, W e arts; bom nie 
TE. your Majeſiy- 5 moſt. 3 and ui rubies, 


the Miniſters and Elders met in the national Aſſem- 
bly. of the Church of Scotland; humbly beg leave to ap- 
proach your throne, to expreſs our firm, attachment to 
your perſon and. government, and to aſſure you, that the 
ſentiments which we entertain are the ſentiments of the 
people committed by Providence to our charge. > eite 

Wich the molt liyely joy and heartfelt ſatisfaction, we 

have . bk Inaraſe of Tour Majelys s $ jms in your 


8 


# 3 23 %# 


_— manner, "av * felt as of i os as: nag al 
importance, by encour aging us to hope for a long conti- 
nuance of thoſe civil and religious bleſſings, which, as 


$ Br iſh 
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Britiſh ſubjects and Proteſtants, we have hitherto enjoyed 
under the government of your illuſtrious houſe. 

The tumultuous outrages, which, under the maſk of 
-religious zeal, have diſturbed the peace of your Majelty's 
ſubjects, filled us with the deepeſt concern; and we heard 

with abhorrence the name of our holy faith proſtituted 
to encourage acts of violence, which were adverſe to its 
principles, and forbiden by the precepts of our bleſſed 
Redeemer. 

While your Majeſty was engaged in a neceſlary, 
though expenſive war, againſt rib ancient enemies of 
theſe realms, and-againſt your own rebellious ſubjects, in 
ſupport of the honour, dignity, and juſt prerogatives of 
your Crown; we have ſeen with indignation your an- 

cient allies, who ought to have been united to your Ma- 
jeſty by the. cloſeſt ties of religion, civil intereſt, and gra- 
titude, not only refuſing to ſupply your Majeſty with 
ſuch ſuccours as by treaty they were bound to give, but 
even affording their aſſiſtance to your enemies, to enable 
them the more effectually to purſue hoſtile meaſures a- 
gainſt your Majeſty. We rejoice in the ſucceſs which it 
. -hath already pleaſed the Almighty to beſtow upon your 
1 arms, in chaſtiſing their perfidy. We indulge the hope, 
1 that this ſacceſs may be a mean of opening their eyes, 
1 and of renewing the friendſhip which, to the mutual ad- 
N 1 vantage of both nations, ſo long ſubſiſted between Great 
bY | n and the States of Holland. And we confide in 
1 the wiſdom. of your Majeſty's councils, under the divine 
| Providence, for bringing the preſent bloody and deſtruc- 
1 tive war to. a happy INae. 
[i | In the mean time, we conſider it to be our peculiar 
1 duty, at this juncture, to cheriſh the loyalty and affection 
by to your Majeſty, and the zeal for the ſucceſs of your 
arms, which prevails among all ranks in this part of your 
dominions; and to impreſs thoſe over whom we have in- 
fluence with a due ſenſe of the bleſſings they enjoy under 
your Majeſty's government, and of thoſe duties of charity 
and brotherly love which: they owe to each other, and to 
n their fellow Chriſtians. 
That the Lord of Hoſts may go forth with your fleets 
and armies; that he may crown your arms with victory; 
And that 8 Majeſty may long reign over a free, hap- 
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py⸗ and united people, is the ſincere and ardent. prayer 
of, | 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 


n of the Church of Scotland. 1 


Signed in our name, 
An our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


WILL, DALRYMPLE, Ahalers: 


V. 


Commiſſ ion to fads Miniſters and Ruling 


Elders, for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, and 


for managing his Majeſty” 8 yl Boun- 
i for that end. 


HE 8 Aembly d did, and 0 de nomi- 


nate and appoint the Reverend Dr William Dal- 4 


rymple, one-of the miniſters of Ayr, their moderator, 
all the miniſters who are members ef the preſbytery of 


Edinburgh, Mr George M'Cullach at Loth, Mr Wil 


liam M Kenzie at Tongue, Mr James Oliphant at Bower, 
Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir, Mr Patrick Bennet at 


Polmont, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr Thomas 


Gibſon at Kirkurd, Dr. Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, 


Mr John Hamilton at Bolton, Mr John Lundie at Old- 
hamſtooks,, Dr Robert Bowmaker at Dunſe, Mr Philip _ 
Redpath at Hutton, Mr Robert Turnbull at Sprouſtonx 
Mr Thomas Somervill at Jedburgh, Mr James Ford at 

Lauder, Mr Steven Oliver at Maxton, Mr Thomas Smith 


at Cummertrees, Mr John Dow at Canonby, Mr Robert 
Aitken at Mortoun, Mr Bryce Johnſton at Holywood, 


Mr 


? 


12 The Ads of \the 


Mr John Scott at ta, Mr John Graham at Kirk- 
inner, Mr James Mochrie at Colmonell, Mr. George 
hart that Galſton, Mr George Lawrie at Loudon, Mr: 
Lobert Boog at the Abbey Pariſh of Paifley, Mr 3 
Bell agtrathqven, Mr Thomas Linning at Leſmahago, 
Mr William Anderſon at Gorbals of Glalgow, Mr James 
Olyphant at Dunbarton, Mr Archibald Me Lea at Roth- 
fy, Mr Charles Stewart at Str achur, Mr Robert Thom- 
{bm at Killean, Mr Dugald Campbell at Glaffary, Mr 
Donald M* Nicol at Lilmore, Mr Normand M*Leod at 
Morvern, Mr James Billet at Caputh, Mr Andrew Wil- 
liamton at Argnoſk, Mr David. 1 honiſon at St Ninians, 
Mr Lewis Dunbar at Dunning, Mr John Kinrots at Le- 
cropt, Mr Robert Stark at Einroſs, Mr George Shaw at 
Abbotſhall, Mr Samuel Martin at Monymeal, Dr Harry 
Spens at St Andrews, Profeſſor George Hill there, Prin- 
cipal Gilleſpie there, Mr Thomas Wright at Roſcobie, 
Mr John Snodgrals at Dundee, Mr John Aitken at 
St Vigeans, Mr Daniel Bryce at Logtepert, Mr john 
Hutchiefon, at Fettereſſo, Mr John Brown at -New- 
hills, Dr John Ogileie at Midmar, Mr James Gor- 
don at Cabrach, Mr William Paterſon at Logie, Mr 
Alexander Stewart at Leſlie. Mr George Moir at Peter- 
Bead, Mr Robert Ogilvie at Ordiquhill, Mr Robert Innes 
at Huntly, Mr William Peterkin at Elgin, Mr Alexander 
Watt at Forres, Mr Patrick Dunbar. at Nairn, Mir Wil- 
= Smith at Pettie, Mr Thomas Simpſon at. Avoch, 
ir: Patrick Grant at Boleſkine, Mr Donald M*Queen' 2 
1 Mr Alexander M Kay at Barvas, Mr Donald 
Munro at Lochcarron, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, and 
Mr Alexander Hoſſack at Jura and Colonſay, miniſters; 
Me John Ruflcl junior writer to the ſignet, Andrew 
Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; Mr John Motman mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, ſohn Sinclair of Frefwick, .Elq; 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, Robert Bakie of Tan- 
kerneſs, Eſq; Thomas Dundas of Fingaſk, Eſq; Wil- 
lam Honyman, Eſq; advocate, Bailie Wilkam Thomſon; 
Edinburgh, the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Conveener 
James Craig, Edinburgh, Captain Taylors Queensfer ry, 
Provoſt Robert Clark, Liwlictigow; John Dickſon of Coul- 
ter, Eſq; advocate, the Lord Chief Baron, the Lord 
Preſident, Charles Brown of Coalſtoun, Eiq; Hugh Dal- 
rymple, Eg; younger of North Berwick, George Buchan- 
| 7 Hepburn 
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Hepburn of Smeaton, Eſq; advocate, Robert Sinclair, 
Eſq; advocate, Mr Matthew Sandilands writer to thi, 
ſignet, Sir John Stewart of Allanbank, Bart. the Lord 
Advocate, Thomas Turnbull of Know, Eſq; the Earl of 
Lauderdale, John Tait of Pirn, Eſq; Mark Pringle, Eſq; 
advocate, Mr John Gloag merchant in Edinburgh, Mr 
Walter Scot: merchaut in Edinburgh, Gideon Rutherford 
of Greenpark, Eſq; Alexander Ferguſon of Craigdarroch, 
Eſq; advocare, Alexander Gor don of Greenlaw, Eſq; 
Mr Alexander Abercrombie writer to the Genet, Mr 
William Chalmers ſurgeon in Edinburgh, George Cran- 
ſton of Dewar, K Bailie James Torsy, Edinburgh, 
Profeſſor Andrew Dalzel, William Wallace of Sauchrie, 
Eſq; ſheriff of Ayr, Conveener John Lindlay, Edinburg ob, 
Profeſſor Dugald Stewart, Robert Cullen, Eſq; advocate; 
the Harl of Hyadford: Mr Alexander Bell - merchant in 
Edinburgh, Profeffor John Anderſon, Glaſgow, Profeſſor 
Hugh M:Leod, Glaſgow, Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, 

Bart. James Colquhoun, Eſq;: younger of Luſs, John 
Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; Mr William M Donald writer 
to the ſignet, Donald M:Lauchan of M*Lauchlan, Eſq; 
Dr James Williamſon, Mr Allan M*Dougall writer to 
the ſignet, Profeſſor Adam, Ferguſon, Niel Ferguſon, 
Eiq; advocate, Sir John Belches, Bart. William Muir- 
head of Herbertſhire, Eſq; Bailie James Gentle, Canon- 
gate, Profeſſor William Richardſon, Glaſgow, Dr John 
Steedman phyſician in Edinburgh, James Balmain, Eſq; 
Solicitor of Exciſe, Major John Melvill of Cairnie, Mr 
John Erſkine advocate, Dr Andrew Duncan phyſician in 

Edinburgh, Mr Richard Lake writer to the ſignet, Mr 
Alexander Hart depute clerk to the High Court of Juſti- 
clary, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; advocate, Mr Thomas 
Scott writer to the ſignet, James Cuningham of Hynd- 
hope, - Eiq; Mr Solicitor General, Mr John Tawſe wri- 
ter in Edinburgh, Proteſſor Thomas Gordon, Lord Weſt- 
hall, Mr John Taylor writer to the ſignet, Mr John 
Robertton writer in Edinburgh, Mr Baron Gordon, Mr 
Ilaac Grant writer to the ſignet, Dr Gregory Grant 
phyſician in Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Gordon writer in 
Edinburgh, Mr Francis Grant preacher of che goſpel, 
Mr Ludovick Grant, Junior, writer in Edinburgh, Si- 
mon Fraſer, Eſq; advocate, Bailie John Walker mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, Mr Colquhoun Grant writer to 
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the ſignet, Andrew Croſbie of Holm, Eſq; advocate, 
the Procurator for the Church, and John M*Kenzie, 
F, lq; younger of Applecrols, ruling elders, to be a com- 
mittee of this Aſſembly, for the reformation of the High- 
lands and lands of Scotland, for promoting the know- 
ledge of true religion, lupprefling Popery and profaneneſs, 
and for managing the Royal Bounty, for theſe ends, Ac- 
cording to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to chile Afſ- 
ſembly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the committee 
are to appoint preachers and catechiſts, to go to ſuch places 
as they thall find, upon due information, to be the moſt 
proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign expretted i in 
bis warrant; and, in in ſo doing, that th ey have parti- 
cular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uyit, Small IIlus, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the {ynods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the committee ſhall find, by reaſon. of 
the vaſt extent, by the prevclancy of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy-circumſtances, to be in the 
greatelt diſtreſs : And they ſhall take ca:e, that the per- 
ds they employ be certified, and found, -upon due trial, 

to be properly qualified for thele reſpective offices, of good 
abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and converſation, 
nrudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majeſty, and of 
competent ſkill in the principles of divinity, and parti- 
cularly in Popiſſi controverſies: Such preachers and ca- 


techiſts being hereby appointed to be ſuhjuct to, and un- 


der the inſpection of the preſbyter ies of the hounds to 
which they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 
preachers are allo appointed to catechiſe, and both they 
and the catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe to 


honle, and-to viſit the fick; and, in all their labours a- 


mong the people, to be cure to teach them the prin- 


ciples and duties of the true Ch: iſtian Proteſtant religion, 


and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 
And the committee are impowered to give them ſuch in- 
ſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſball. 
judge meet; which inſtructions the preachers and ca- 
techiſts are hereby ordered to obey, The General Aſ- 
ſembly do further appoint the faid committee, to have a 


particular regard, in their proceedings, to.the regulations 


agr eed 
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agreed upon by the committee of the Aſſembly for ma- 


naging the Royal Bounty, on the zoth of Se tember 


' 1730, approven by frequent Aſlemblies: And to t-ke 


care that preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the 


ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: Particular- 
ly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral preſbyteries to in- 


ſert in their regiſters, the committee's appointments of 


their deſignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral 
millionaries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in all 
the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid miſſionar ies, 


and in giving of certificates to them ; and to direc all 
their letters, concerning miſſionaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of the Commitee ; which letters 


| ſhall be ſigned; at the appointment of the preſbytery, by 


the Moderator or clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does 


a 


diſcharge any payment to be made of the ſalaries of the 


miſſionaries, except upon receipts from the miſſionaries. 
themſelves, and upon certificates from the preſbyteries, 


bearing, That they have ſerved for the time mentioned in 
the receipts. The General Aſlembly do allo impower 
tlie ſaid committee to apply, for the purpoles above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laſt year's Royal 
Bounty not diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſion- 


ney is beſtowed, which (hall be patent to any concerned 
who pleaſe to infpect the ſame. Of the perſons above 
named as members of this committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. 
But ic is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 
ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be approv- 


ed and determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the 


quorum, whereof nine ſhall be miniſters ; and the ſaid 
committee are appointed to have their general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment 
of each of the four ſtared diets of the Commillion of the 
General Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly ayle, at ten of the 


clock in the forenoon, except that day fhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 
 thereatter, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid com- 


mittee to adjourn themlelyes to ſuch times and r as 
they 


aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; and 
that they are to keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and 
like wile diſtinct books of accounts, how the foreſaid mo- 
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they ſhall find molt needful and convenient: And they 
are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 
| General Atiembly, and the Society for propagating Chrit- 
1 | tian Knowledge, and their committee of directors, and 
to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and allo to correſpond 
{| with the ſynods and preſbyteries concerned, They are 
1! likewiſe inſtructed and impowered, as they ihall {ee cauſe, 
It to apply to the Government, or any magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 
bi ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 
miſſion now given to them. And the General Afſembly do 

n appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator for the 

| | Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Bounty, to pay 

q out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and ordered by the 
foreſaid committee, and according to their rules. And 
the ſaid committee are appointed to examine the accounts 

| of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame 

[ before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 
| or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and 

j to report their diligence to the General Aſſembly, to 
| whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed, 

| That no perſon once employed and inſert in the ſcheme, 
1 ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but by the 
ll» quorum. of at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be mini- 
i lers; and in cafe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 

| the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame 1s offered, but 
| it ſhall lye on the table till another meeting; and, in the 
1 mean time, the perſon complained of, and the preſby- 
| | tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall. be ac- 
| quainted of ſuch complaint, and thoſe concerned be re- 
| 

| 


quired to ſend to the ſaid committee a juſt account of 
the matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
| appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
Is on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the preibyte- 
ries concerned, ſuch preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the 
{aid committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
tame be not done ſooner ; and that the committee, at 
WB their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
| deavour to compleat the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 
[ and if they cannot compleat it, they ſhall name a ſub- 
| committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
if | ; lay 
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lay their draught thereof before à ſubſequent meeting, 


which 1s appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 


Aſſembly as poliible. And impowered the committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a 
new ſtation, in caſe they (hall find ſufficient objections. 
againſt it; and that tlie ſaid committee, in making up the 


8 ſcheme. of miſſionaries, Sc. do not exceed the un! in the 
grant. , 


S 
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C jon to ſome Mikael and Ruling : 
Elders, for difcoling affairs IT 1 


them. 


"HE General Aſſembly, conſidering there are ſome af- 


fairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Rev. Dr William Dalrymple, one 
of the miniſters of Ayr, their moderator; from the pr 


bytery of Dornock, Mr George N. Culloch at Loth, Mr 
George Rennie at Creech, miniſters, Mr John Ruſſell 


junior writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Dornock, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; 
from the preſbytery of Tongue, Mr William M*Kenzie at 
Tong, Mr James Dingwall at Farr, miniſters, Mr John 
| Moſſiman, merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from 
the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr James Oliphant at Howes, 


Mr John Morifon at Caniſbay, miniſters, John Sinclair 


of Freſwick, Eſq; ruling elder ; ſrom the burgh of Wick, 


Baillie Daniel Miller, in Canomgate; from the preſbytery . 
of Kirkwall, Mr John Scollay at St Andrews, Mr james 
Aliſon at Holm, miniſters, Robert Baikie of Tankerneſs, 


_ Efq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Thomas 


Dundas of Fingaſk, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Cairſ- 
tone, Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir, Mr John Falconar 
at Stromneſs, miniſters, William Honyman, Eſq; ad- 


vocate, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Edinburgh, 


Air Alexander Bryce at Kirknewtoun and Eaſt Calder, 
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Mr Robert 1 iner at Colliugton, Mr James Craig at Cur- 


rie, Dr David Johnitone at North Leith, Mr John Kemp 


Edinburgh, Mr Robert Walker junior at Cramond, mi- 


niiters; Thomas Hog, Eſq; Bailie William Thomſon, Mr 
David Johnſtone, noe elders ; from the city of Edin- 
burgh, the Right Hon, the: Lord Provoſt and Conveener 
james Craig; from the Univerſity of Edinburgh, Dr 
Andrew polnter Profeſſor of Divinity there; from the 
preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Patrick Bennet at Polmont, 
Mr John Knox at Slamannan, Mr Thomas Robertion ar 
Dalmeny, Mr Walter Jardine at Bathgate, miniſters, 


Captain Taylor in Qucensferry, and Bathe Napier in 
Linlithgow, ruling elders ; from the burgh of Linlithgow, 
Provoſt Robert Clerk”; Roch the burgh of Queensterry, 
Mr Archibald Stewart ſenior merchaiit. there; from the 
preibytery of Biggar, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr 

john Br -adfoot at Dunſyre, Mr John Thomfon at Wal- 
ſtone, miniilers, John Dickſon of Coulter, Eſq; advocate, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Peebles, Mr Tho- 
mas Gibſon at Kirkurd, Mr William Welſh at Mannor, 
miniſters, the Right Hon, the Lord Chief Baron, ruling” 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander 
Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr John Goldie at Temple, Mr 


William Paul at Newbattle, miniſters, the Right Hon. 
the Lord Preſident, rwling elder ; from the preſbytery 


of Haddington, Mr ſohn Hamilton at Bolton, Mr Fran- 


cis Cowan at Gladeſmuir, Mr Patrick . at More 


ham, miniſters, Charles Brown of Coalſton, Eſq; ruling 


elder ; from the burgh of North Berwick, Hugh Dal- 


rymple, Elq; younger . of North Berwick ; from the preſ- 


bytery of Dunbar, Mr john Lundie at Oldhamſtocks 
Mr John Ewart at Whittingham, | miniſters, George 
Buchan Hepburn of Smeaton, Eſq; advocate, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Dunbar, Robert Sinclair, Eſa; 


advocate; from che preſbytery of Dunſe, Dr Robert 
ee at Dunſe Mr John Sked at Abbay, miniſters, 


Mathew Sandilands of Couſton, Elq; ruling elder ; from 


the preſbytery of Churnſide, Mr Philip Redpath ar b 
Mr William Redpath at Edrom, miniſters, Sir John 


Stewart of Allanbank, Bart, ruling elder; from the preſ- 
bytery of Kelſo, Mr Robert T urnbulll at Sprouſton, Mr 
William Simpſ-n at Morebattle, miniſters, the Lord Ad- 
vocate, ruling elder ; trom the preſbytery of Jedburgh, 
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Mr Robert. Muir head at Sonrhdell.- Mr Thomas Somer- 
ville at Jedburgh, Mr Alexander Gordon at Kirkton, 
minifters, Thomas Turnbull of Know, Eſq; ruling el- 
der; from the burgh of Jedburgh, the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Lauderdale; from the preſbytery. of Lauder, Mr 
James Ford af der Mr Robert Dawlon at Stow, mi- 
niſters, Mr Patrick Wetherſtone tenant in Eaſt Moriſton, 
ruling elder ; from the burgh of Lauder, John Tait of 
Pirn, £1q; from the oreſbytery of Selkirk, Mr Stephen 
Oliver at Maxton, Mr Thomas Robertſon at Selkirk, mi- 
niſters, Mark Pringle, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Selkirk, Mr John Gloag merchant in Edin- 
burgh ; from the preſbytery of Annan, Mr. Thomas 
5 mirh at Cummertrees, Mr John Craig at Kirkpatrigks 
Fleming, miniiters, Sir William Maxwell 'of Springkell, 
Bart. ruling elder ; from the burgh of Annan, Mr Wal- 
ter $cortrberebint in Edinburgh,; from the preſbytery 
of Langholm, Mr John. Dowe at Canonby, Mr. William 
Little at Weſterkirk, miniſters, Gideon Rutherford of 
Greenpark,* Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of 
Penpont, Mr Robert Aitken at Mortoun, Mr John Ro- 
bertſon at Kirkonell, miniſters, Mr Thomas Harkneſs in 
Mitchelſlacks, ruling: elder ; from the preſbytery of Dum- 
fries, Mr Bryce Johnſton at Holywood, Mr John Wil- 
liamſon at Tinwall, Mr William Burnſide at Dumfries, - 
miniſters, Mr Robert Jackſon; printer in Dumfries, ru. 
ing elder; from the burgh of Dumfries, Alexander Te 
Fer guſon of Craigdarroch, Eſq; advocate; from the 
preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr John Billers at Ketts, 
Mr John Scott at Twynholme, Mr. Nathaniel Mackie at 
Balmaclellan, miniſters, Alexander Gordon of Greenlaw, 
Eliq; ruling elder ;. from the burgh of Kirkcudbright, 
Mr Alexander Abercrombie writer to the fignet ; from 
the burgh of New Galloway, Mr William Chalmers Sur 
geon in Edinburgh from the preſbytery of Wigton, Mr 
John Graham at Kirkinner, Mr John Ingles at Kirkma- 
breck, miniiters, Mr Patrick Dickſon tenant in 'Blair- _ 
bowie; ruling elder ; from the burgh of Wigton, George 
Cranſton of Dewar, KI from the: burgh of Whithorn, | "iy 
Bailie James Forry: merchant in Edinburgh; 3 from the 5 | 
preſbytery of. Stanrawer, Mr James Mochrie at -Calmo< - © \ <0 
nell, Mr Robert Callender at Kirkmaden, miniſters, Pro . 
lor ACHE Dalzel, ruling elder ; from the burgh of i 
Stranrawer, | 
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Stranrawer, Conv eener Jolin Lindſay Edinburgh; from the 


preſbytery of Ayr, Mr John Ramſay at Eirkmichael. Mr 


John Shepherd at Muirkirk, Mr George Smith at Galiton, 
Mr William Peebles at Newtoun of N yr, miniſters; John 
Hamilton of Bargeny, Eſq; and Mr William Wallace 


fheriif of Ayrſhire, ruling elders ; from the burgh of 


Ayr, Mr Dougal Stewart Profellor of Mathe:natics. in the 
Univerſity of Edin »urgh ; from the preſbytery of irvine, 
Mr George Laurie at Toner, Mr james Richmond at 


Irvine, Mr Thomas Briſbane at Dunlop, miniſters, Bailie 


John Parker merchant” in Kilmarnock, ruling elder ; 


trom the preſbytery of Paley, Mr Robert Boog at the 


Abbay pariſh, 'Mr John Forreſt at Port Glaſgow, Mr 


John F inlay at Paifley, miniſters, Bailie John Orr ma- 


nufacturer in Paiſley, ruling elder ; from the burgh of 


Renfrew, Mr Robert King, eldeſt bailie of the burgh of 


Renfrew ; from the pre{bytery of Hamilton, Mr Robert 


Bell at Strathaven, Mr David Connell at Kilbride, Mr 


Laurens Wells at Shotts, miniſters, Robert Cullen Eſq; 


advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Lanark, 


Mr Thomas Linning at Leſinahago, Mr James Ferguſon 


at Pettinain, miniſters, the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Hyndford, ruling elder; from the burgh of Lanark, Mr 
Alexander Bell Wer chat in Edinburgh; from the 


preſbytery of Glaſgow, Mr Alexander Duh at Calder, 


Mr John Telfer at Kilfyth, Mr William Anderſon at 
Gorbals, Mr James Forlong at Rutherglen, ' miniſters, 


Profeſſor John Anderſon and Convener John Jamieſon, 
ruling elders; from the Univerſity of Glaſgow, Profeſſor 
Hugh M* Led; from the preſbytery of Dumbarton, Mr 
7 George Druminond at Roſencath, Mr James Oliphant at 


Dumbarton; Mr Gordon Stewart at Bonhill, miniſters, Sir 


James Colquhoun of Labs, Bart. ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Dumbarton, James: Colquhoun Eſq; younger, of 


Luis; from the preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr Archibald M. Lea 


at Rothſay, Mr Charles Stewart at Strachur, miniſters, 


John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder; from the 


. preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr Robert IThbmſon at Killean, 


Mr George Robertſon at Campbelton, Mr Alexander 


Hollack at Jura and Colonſay, miniſters, Mr William 


M-*Donald writer to the ſignet, ruling elder-; from the 
burgh of Campbelton, Mr Solicitor Genefal'; from the 


preflyrery of ory; Mr Archibald: Campbell at North 


ER, 
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Knapdale, Mie Dugald Campbell at Glaſſary, miniſters, 


Donald M*La achlan of M*Lauchlan, Eſq; ruling elder ;. 


from the burg h of Inverary, Dr James Williamſon; from 
the preſbytery of Lorn, Mr Donald M*Nieol at Liſmore, 
Mr Joſeph NNIAntyre at Glenorchy, miniſters, Colonel 
Robert Campbell of Monzie, ruling elder; from the preſ- 
bytery of Mͤiill, Mr Patrick N. Arthur at Toroſay, Mr 
Norman M*L, Lizod at Morvern, miniſters, Allan M*Dou- 
gal of Gallarlich, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſby- 


ery of Dunkeld, Mr James Biſlet at Caputh, Mr Ro- 


bak William fon at Lethindie, Mr James M*Laggan at 
Blair Athol, Mr John Scott at Kinclaven, miniſters, Pro- 


feſſor Adam Ferguſon and Niel Ferguſon, Elq; advocate, 
ruling elders; from the preſbytery of Perth, Mr Andrew 


Williamſon at Arngoſk, Mr David Dow at Dron, Mr 
David Beatſon at Datidaaonls: Mr William Duncan at 


Abernethy, miniſters, Sir John Belſches, Bart. and Mr 
John Caw Dean of Guild of Perth, ruling elders ; from 


the preſbytery of Stirling, Mr David Thomfon at St Ni- 
nians, Mr Walter Buchanan at Stirling, miniſters, Wil- 


liam Muirhead of Herbertſhire, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Auchterarder, Mr Lewis Dunbar at Duns . 
ning, Mr John Wright at Trinity Gaſk, Mr William 


Graham at Foſſoway, miniſters, Bailie James Gentle 


brewer in Canongate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Dumblane, Mr David Davidſon at Kippen, Mr John 


Kinroſs at Lecropt, miniſters, Profeſſor William Richard- 
ſon at Glaſgow, ruling elder”; from the preſbytery of 


Donfermlins:: Mr Robert Stark at Kinroſs, Mr Thomas 


Fernie at Dunfermline, Mr Alexander Thomſon at Car- 
nock, miniſters, Dr John Steedman 'phyſician in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of Dunfermline, 
Bailie William Hutton merchant there ; ; from the prel- 
bytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr George Shaw at Abbotſhall, 
Mr Thomas Hardie at Balingry, Mr John Uſher at 
Kinghorn, miniſters, James Townſend Oſwald of Dan- 
_nikeir, Eſq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Kirkcaldie, 
Mr James Fergus Merchant there; from the burgh of 
Kinghorn, James Balmain, Eſq; Solicitor of Exciſe ; > 
from the burgh of Dyſart, Mr John Erſkine advocate; ; 
from the preſbytery of Cupar, Mr George Lyon at Strath- 
miglo, Mr Samuel Martin at Monymeal, Mr Robert Ar- 
not at Ceres, Mr Thomas Spankie at Falkland, miniſters, 


F 85 Willlam 


4 Te Aft of the 


William peaſton of Soutra, and James Walker of Daſt- 
miln, Eſquires, ruling elders; from the burgh of Cupar, 
Major John Melvill of Carnie ; from the preſbytery of 
St Andrews, Dr Hary Spens profeſſor of divinity, Mr 
Robert Dalglieſh- at Ferryparton-Craigs, Mr Thomas 
Kettle at Leuchars, Profeſſor George Hill, miniſters, Dr 
James Flint, profeſſor of medicine, and Mr Thomas Bal- 
lardie ſhipmaſter in Anſtruther Eaſter, ruling: elders; 
from the burgh of St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan 
phyſician in Edinburgh ; from the univerſity of St An- 
drews, Principal Gilleſpie; from the preſbytery of For- 
far, Mr Thomas Wright at Roſcobie, Mr James Lyon at 
Glammis, miniſters, George Dempſter of Dunnichen, 
"Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr 
John Snodgraſs at Dundee, Mr James Scott at Auchter- 
houſe, Mr Alexander Strahan at Strathmartine, mini- 
ſters, Mr Andrew Pitcairn writer in Dundee, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr 
John Aitken at St Vigeans, Mr William Milligan at 
Kirkden, miniſters, Mr Richard Lake writer to the ſig- 
net, ruling elder ; em the burgh of Aberbrothock, Mr 
And Hart clerk to the High: Court of Juſticiary ; 
from .the preſbytery of Brechin, Mr James Lauder at 
Dun, Mr Daniel Bryce at Logiepert, Mr Charles Niſbet 
at Montroſe, miniſters, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; ad vo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Fordoun, Mr 
John Hutchieſon at Fettereſſo, Mr Robert Foot at Fetter- 
cairn, Mr Alexander Thom at Glenbervie, miniſters, Mr 
Thomas Scott writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of Bervie, the Hon. Sir William Auguſtus 
| Cunnyngham of Livingſton, Bart. ; from the preſbytery 
of Aberdeen, Mr John Brown at Newhill:, Mr John 
Fullarton at Drummoak, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old- 
machar, Mr James Sherriffs at Aberdeen, miniſters, 
James Cuningham of Hyndhope and George Strahan- 
Keith, Eſuires, reling elders; from the preſbytery of 
Kincardine O'neil, Dr John Ogilvie at Midmar, Mr 
John Ramſay at Strahan, Mr William Shand at Lum- 
phannan, miniſters, Mr William M*Donald of Rinettan, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Alford, Mr James 
Cordon at. Cabrach, Mr Robert Lumſden at Kildrummy, 
Mr Thomas Tait at Auchindore, miniſters, Mr John 
Taue writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the 
* | : 1 
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preſbytery of Ellon, Mr William Paterſon at Logie, Mr 
Alexander Cock at Cruden, miniſters, Profeſſor Thomas 
Gordon, ruling-elder ; from the preſbytery of Garrioch, 
Mr Alexander Stewart at Leſly, Mr Robert Gauld at 
Culſamond, Mr John Shand at Kemnay, miniſters, the 


Right Hon. the Lord Weſthall, ruling elder ; from the. 


preſbytery of Deer, Mr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr 
William Fraſer at Tyrie, Mr John Craigie at St Fergus, 
miniſters, Mr John Taylor writer to the ſignet, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr Robert Ogil- 


vie at Ordiquhill, Mr Walter Chalmers at Deſkford, mi- 
niſters, Mr John Robertſon writer in Edinburgh, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Robert 


lacs at Huntly, Mr John Cooper at Glaſs, miniſters, 
the Hon. Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Aberlour, Mr James Gran at Inveraven, Mr 


James Thomſon at Aberlour, miniſters,. Mr Iſaac Grant 
writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 


of Abernethy, Mr Lewis Grant at Cromdale, Mr Patrick 
Grant at Duthill, Dr Gregory. Grant phyſician in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Elgin, Mr 
William Gordon at Urquhart, Mr William Peterkin at 
Elgin, miniſters, Mr Thomas Gordon writer in Edin- 


burgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Elgin, Mr 


Francis Grant preacher of the goſpel ; from the preſby- 


tery of Forres, Mr Alexander Watt at F orres, Mr Da- 


vid Miln at Dollar, miniſters, Bailie Duncan Grant in 
Forres, ruling elder; from the burgh of Forres, Mr 
Ludovick Grants junior writer in Edinburgh; from the 
preſbytery of Nairn, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nein Mr 
Hugh Calder at Croy, miniſters, Hugh Roſe of Kilravock, 


Eſa; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Inverneſs, Mr 


Malcolm Nicholſon at Kiltarlity, Mr William Smith ar 
Pettie, miniſters, Simon Fraſer of Taralarrie, Eſq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Chanonry, 
Mr Thomas Simpſon at Avoch, Mr. Robert Arthur at 
Kirkmichael, miniſters, Bailie John Walker merchant in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Aber- 


| tarph, Mr, Patrick Grant at Boleſkin, Mr James Grant 
at Laggan, miniſters, Colquhoun Grant, Eſq; writer to 
the ſignet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Sky, Mr 


Donald M. Queen at Kilmuir, Mr Martin V*Pherſon at 


Vue miniſters, Andrew Gradi of Holm, Eſq; ruling 
eld . 
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elder ; from the preſbytery of Lewis, Mr Alexander 
M*Kay at Barvas, Mr Hugh Munro at Lig, miniſters, 

the Procurator for the Church, ruling elder ; - from he 
preſbytery of Lochcarron, Mr Murdoch Melver at Loch- 
a{h, Mr Donald Munro at Lochcarron, miniſters, John 
M*Kenzie of Appleeroſs, Eſq; ruling en and the Gene- 
ral Allembly added thereto the Rev. Mr William M<Gill, 

one of the miniſters of Ayr, in place of the moderator; 
and allo added thoſe gentlemen whole commillions were 
rejected by this Aſſemby on account of informality, viz. 

from the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr John Halyburton at 
Kettins, Mr William Dow at Blairgowrie, Mr James 


Stormonth at Airly, miniſters, and Mr Patrick Aliton of 


Newhall, ruling elder, to be commiſſioners of this Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, to the effect after mentioned; with 
power to the laid Commitlioners, or their quorm, which 
is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the faid Com- 
miſſioners, whereof twenty-one are always to be mini- 


ſters, to meet and conveen within the Afl*mbly-houſe 


at Edinburgh, the firſt day after the diſſolution of this 
Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and there- 
after, the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday 
of November, and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to 
come, and oftner when and where they ſhall think fit and 
convenient, with power to the faid Commillioners to 
chuſe their own moderator: And likewiſe, the General 


Aſſembly fully impowers their faid Commillioners, or their 


quorum above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally deter- 


mine, as they ſhall fee cauſe, in every matter referred, or 


that ſhall be referred to them, by an act or order of this 
Aſſembly; and to do every thing contained in, and con- 


form to the inſtructions given, or to be given by this 


Aſſembly; and to advert to the intereſt of the Church 
on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
blifliment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejuice 


which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable: 
Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 
ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before {ynods or 


preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 


fluence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets; and what fſhall be determined 
* e one e diet of the Commilſion, with relation to private 

| | | | caules, : 
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cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and ſhall ſtand and continue in force till diſapproven 


of by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews. 


the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen to their 


Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force, 
as inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, 2 5 
to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame were 
ſpecially here inſert; and that they enquire into the 
publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, in- 
conſiſtent with our Confe/ron of Faith; and that the re- 


commenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the ſame. 


And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby impowered to 
receive any references and appeals that ſhall be made to 
them from ſynods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen 
ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to 
{ynods and prefbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likewiſe to take care that the impreſſions of 


the Holy Scriptures, the Confe Non of Faith, and Catechiſint, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this Church, relat- 


ing to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 3 


thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 
impowered to keep a correſpondence with the committee 
1 5 Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſup- 
preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence 
therein.; and if need be, to apply to the Government, 
for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid 
Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 


ged to meddle in any other matters than what are com- 


mitted and referred to them as above mentioned: And, 


in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the 


| acts and conſtitution of .this Church, and to do nothing 


contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame ; declar- 
ing that, in and for all their actings, they hall be ac- 
countable to, and cenſurable by the next General Al- 
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ſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Af- 


lembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners, particularly to 
- obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thoutand ſeven hun- 
dred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the | 


public money; which two acts are printed among tlie 


acts. of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 
one. And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure 


until another Commiſſion be appointed; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commillion : 


and abſents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, RF 
ing to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly held in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the 
better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the . General Aſſembly prohibits the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other preſbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion ; and ſuch 


of the members of theſe preſbyteries as are on the Com- 


miſſion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 
the diets thereof; and the preſbyteries at a greater dif- 


tance, who have four or more members on the Commil- 


fon, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them attend 
each diet of the ſame : And the General Aſſembly ap- 


point their Commiſſion, at their firit meeting, to diſcuſs 


as many of the cauſes and queſtions, relative to the ſettle- 
ments of vacant Churches, which are or ſhall be referred 
to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 
is further provided, that when any preſbytery or. ſynod 
of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 
of the. Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full execution, 
in that caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpondent 


meeting, as has been ſome time the practice, but ſhall al- 


low the fame to lye over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to | 
which ſuch preſbyteries or fynods ſhall be anſwerable for © 
ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. And 
the Aſſembly doth further impower and direct the ſaid 
Commiſſion, to make due application to the King and 
Parliament for redreſs of the grievance of patronage, in 
caſe a favourable opportunity "for ſo doing ſhall occur 
-Juging the ſubſiſtence of this Commiſſion : And that in 


paſſing 
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paſſing - iel FOE RE and in ordering the execution of 
the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 22th act of the Aſſem- 
bly one chouland ſeven hundred and thirty-ſix. 4 
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Interim act anent licenſing Probationers. 
ent cen matt 


HE General Aſſembly, in conſequence of an overture 

from the ſynod of Merſe and Tiviotdale, having ta- 

ken into their ſerious conſideration the dangerous conſe- 

quences that would ariſe to this Church, if preſbyteries 

were allowed to receive on trials young men who have 
never ſtudied. Divinity at-an Univerſity, did, and hereby 

do, {triftly prohibit all preſbyteries from following ſach 
a practice ; and ordain-that this: e n have the 5 


5 force of a law till next General . 


[The Geng Afembly re-tranſmits to preſh — the fol 
lotwing Overtures, and recommends. it to them to pay. 
Fer dear 4 attention eee SERIE 


Overture anent « the Ordination of Elders. 


% 


PHAT edits great trigulhetiti have crept into 
the Church, with reſpect to the Ordination of el- 
ders, it ſhould be enacted, That no miniſter ſhould ſet 
apart any perſon to that ſacred office in his congrega- 
tion, who has not a fixed reſidence in the parich, or 
ſuch Property in it as would entitle him to vote in the 
calling of a miniſter; it being the true meaning Md in- 
tent of this overture to prevent elders being ordained 3 in 
congregations who are in no way connected with them: 
And it being underſtood, that any city or town, where 
there 
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there are more congregations than one, ſhall be held as 
one pariſh, lo tar as reſpects the purpale of this over- 


. 
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Overture anent licenſing Probationers. 


* 


HE General Aſſembly, taking into their ſerious con- 
Aideration the danger that ariſeth to this Church, 

and to the ſouls of people, by licenſing any to preach the 

goſpel who are not duly qualified, according to the 

rules laid down in the Holy Scriptures; and conſidering 

that the ſeveral acts made by former General Aſſemblies, 
lye ſo ſcattered in many ſeparate articles, at great diſtances 


from one another, that the directions cherein given are 
in danger of being overlooked by preſbyteries: There- 
fore the General Aſſembly, collecting what appears to 


them moſt material in former acts, dec That the fol- 


Towing regulations ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved 'by preſby- 


5 teries in all time coming. 


1-70, That no preſbytery admit any perſon to proba- 
tionary trials, but ſuch as are found to be of good report, 
of ſufficient learning, of found principles, of: a pious, ſo- 


ber, grave, and prudent behaviour, and of a peaceable 


diſpoſition, and well affected to the government in Church 
and ſtate, and of whom they have ſufficient ground to 
conceive that they ſhall be uſeful and edifying in the 
Church, and that careful enquiry be made thereanent; 
and that without reſpect of perſons, ſuch as are eſteemed 


to-be light and vain in their behaviour, proud, worldly- 


minded, or unacquainted with the power of Practical 
godlineſs, be kept back from that ſacred work. 
2do, That none be admitted to trials in order to he 


licenſed, but ſuch as have produced to the Profeſſor of 


Divinity at the time of their being enrolled, either a di- 
ploma of Maſter of Arts, or a certificate, bearing that 
they have gone through a fall, courſe of philoſophy at 


the College, and who | have Ether: given cloſe ara 
on 
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on 1 the divinity-hall for the ſpace of four years, from 
the time of their names being entered upon the roll of 


the preſbytery as ſtudents of divinity ; - or, if their cir- 


cumſtances did not permit them to give e attendance 


on the ball, have continued to proſecute the ſtudy of 


divinity for ſix years, and have in that time delivered 
the uſual number of diſcourſes ; ; provided alſo, that, at 


the time of their being admitted to trials, they are twen- 


ty-one years of age complete. | 
ztio, The Geaeral Aſſembly, conſidering the reproach Ie 
that may be brought on religion in general, and parti- 


| cularly on this Church, by the unworthy behaviour of 


ſuch as follow the ſtudy of divinity, do earneſtly recom- 


mend to the preſbyteries, profeſſors of divinity, and mi- 


niſters and members of this Church, to keep a watchful 
eye on ſuch ſtudents, during the terms above lpecified. 
And further, that when any ſtudent comes to attend the 
profeſſor of divinity in any univerſity, he ſhall produce 
to the profeſſor, and to the miniſter of the pariſh where 
he is to reſide, during the time of his attendance on the 
profeſſion, a teſtimonial from the miniſter of the pariſh 


from whence he comes; and when he leaves the profeſ- 
ſion, he ſhall carry back teſtimonials from the miniſter 


of the pariſh, of his grave and ſuitable behaviour becom- 
ing his character ; and from the profeſſor, teſtimonials 
certifying the 8 and alſo his regular attendance on 
the diets of the profeſſion, and the time he has attended. 
And when any profeſſor of divinity- ſhall think fit to re- 
commend a ſtudent, in order to probationary trials, his 
teſtimonials ſhall certify his n in his ſtudies, and 
his moral character. 

40, The General Aſſembly do appoint and 1 

That no preſpytery admit any ſtudent to probationary 


trials, except ſuch as have reſided within their bounds for 
the ſpace of ſix months, or do produce to them ſufficient 
teſtimonials from the preſbyteries in whoſe bounds they 


have lived, or for the moſt part reſided, expreſſing, that 


it is the deſire of theſe pr eſbyteries that theſe en 


ſhould be entered upon trials. And ſuch ſtudents as 
come from abroad, ſhall produce ſatisfying teſtimonials 
from the profeſſors under whom they ſtudied ; and the 


time of their being abroad ſhall be accounted a part of 
the ſix 8 : bur none of theſe ſtudents (hall be entered 


H 3 upon 


ner above directed, the preſbytery, before they preſeribe 


preſbyteries within the bounds of the ſynod, acquainting 


their ſpecial judgment and advice in chat particular; 


thereof be. pablicly” made at he firſt diet of the Fand, to 
lvye on the table till the ſecond or ſome ſubſequent diet, 
and then particular enquiry be made whether any per- 
fon have any thing to object againſt the ſtudent's being 
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upon trials for the ſpace of half a year aber they come to 
Scotland. | 
5to, When any hong 15 propoſed's to a | preſbyrery, 
in order to be taken on trials, the propoſal ſhall lye on 
the table till the next ordinary meeting before they give, 
judgment therein, that diligent 'enquiry may be made, 
and information had concerning the ſaid ſtudent's quali- 
fications and behaviour; and ths preſbytery ſhall be a- 
lone when the propoſal is made and judged on: And the 
General Aſſembly enjoins all ſtadents to take all oppor- 
tunities of cultivating an acquaintance with the miniſters 
of the preſbytery where they 188 and where they are 
to pats trials. i 
60, When the preſbytery, Say ſerious enquiry ind 
mature deliberation, ſhall agree to take the propoſed 
candidate on trials, they ſhall examine him ſtrictly and 
privately, in order to enable them ro juage whether he 
poſſeſſes the piety, knowledge, abilities, and other qua- 
lifications neceſſary for a preacher of the goſpel. 
Imo, The General Aſſembly appoints the ſame method 
to be obſerved, and trials to be taken in all the above 
particulars,” before any preſbytery recommend a ſtudent Fa 
to paſs trials in another preſbytery, - 4 
8, The General Aſſembly do alſo Hoke and. Hogs 
dain, That the terms above ſpecified being expired, and 
teſtimonials produced, and previous trials taken i in man- 


, 


any part of public trials, ſhall write letters to. all the 


them with their deſign, two months at leaſt before ſitting 
of the ſynod ; and at the next meeting of the god, 
they ſhall alſo acquaint the ſynod thereof, and obtain 


and, that the members of the ſaid preſbytery and ſynod 
may be ripely adviſed thereanent, the General Aſſembly 
appoints the ſaid letters to > be duly and e trans- | 


— 


entered on trials for preaching the goſpel. provided 
1 That in any part of this Church, when ſynods 
meet 


General Aſſembly, 1781. ©, a 


meet but once a- year, a ſtudent may be propoſed to the 
ſynod half-a-year ſooner than would have been compe- 
tent if the ſynod had met twice a-year. 

ono, The General Aſſembly recommends to preſby- 
teries, that before any ſtudent is entered on trials, the 
engagements required by act roth Aſſembly 1711, of 
ſuch as are to be licenſed, be read to them; and that the 
preſbytery take promiſe of them, that they will ſubſcribe 
to, and particularly obſerve the fame, in caſe the preſ- 
bytery ſee cauſe to licence them; and that chis promiſe 
be recorded in their books. 

toms, The General Aſſembly appoints the gabi 
probationary trials of ſtudents, who are to be licenſed 
probationers, to be the following, viz. I. The catechetic 
trials to be renewed in preſence of the preſbytery, and 
"oo previouſly to all the other parts of public trials. 

. A homily in Engliſh on a Scripture text. 3. An 
cxegeſiad in Latin on a controverted head of Divinity, and 

ſuſtaining a theſis and diſpute thereon. ' 4. An exerciſe 

and addition. 5. A lecture on a large portion of Scrip- 
ture. 6. A popular ſermon on a particular text, of 
Scripture, 7. A trial on chronology and Church hiſto- 
ry, efpecially the hiſtory of our own Church. Laſtly, 
A trial on their knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew 
languages. 


11h, The General Aſſembly, judge it fit that the 


ſme method ſhall be followed in all preſbyteries as to 


queſtions put to, and engagements taken of probationers 
when licenſed ; and that the ſaid probationers ſhould not 
only give ſufficient proof of their piety, literature, and 
other good qualifications for the facred miniſtry, but alfo 
come under the ſtricteſt engagements to adhere to and 
maintain the doftrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment of this Church : Do therefore enact and appoint, 
That the queſtions appointed by act roth 171, be put 
to all ſuch as pals trials; and likewiſe that they ſhall ſub- 

ſeribe the Formula ſet down in the ſaid act, before they 
be licenſed to preach the goſpel. And the General Aſ- 
ſembly ſtrictly prohibits the licenſing any perſon what- 
ſomever, who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying an- 
ſwers to theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the faid Formula ; 


and diſcharge any preſbytery to make uſe of any other 
_ queſtions or Formula, 
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32 The Acts of the 
129m, When any preſbytery, who, with the iynod's 
allowance, has entered, or who is about to enter a ſtu- 
dent on trials, ſhall receive a letter from any preſbytery, 
ſhewing their diſſatisfaction with that ſtudent, and giving 
relevant grounds for the ſame, which they offer to verity 
to the preſbytery at their next meeting, the ſaid ſtudent 
ſhall not be licenſed until rhe matter be tried. And the 
General Aſſembly appoints preſbyteries, who ſhall receive 
ſach letters anent ſtudents from any other Prelbytery, to 
write a return with the firſt poſt after their meeting, ac- 
quainting them of their next diet. 
ztio, That the acts concerning Simony be read before 
licenſing any probationer. =, 
14to, For the better obſervation of this act, it is par- 
ticularly recommended to the profeſſors of divinity, to. 
communicate the contents thereof to their ſtudents in a 
public meeting annually, at ſuch time, in the month of 
January, as to them ſeems moſt convenient. And all 
preſbyteries and ſynods are peremtorily appointed to 
obſerve the ſame in all its parts: And it is ſtrictly enjoin- 
ed, that viſitors of preſbytery-books make ſtrict enquiry 
how the ſeveral preſbyteries do obſerve the fame. 
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Act rene the Diet he: the next 
General Aſſembly. 


Pi nes next General Aſſembly of this 8 Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church 


Ayle of Edinburgh, on W the 2 34 ny of 275 
in 1 the year 1 782. | 


Collefted and extracled Ho the Records Ca the 
General Aſſembly, 1 | ; 


GEORGE WISHART e 
JOHN DRYSDALE, '£ CE Ecel. Scot. 
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General Aſſembly, 178 1. 5 33 
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The Reverend Dr William Gloag, 
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INDEX or ABRIDGEMENT 
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bly of the Church of Scotland, held in the year 
1781, which are not printed at full length. 


Sf. If 


'FTER ſermon by the Reverend Dr Hary Spens, 
Moderator of the laſt General Aſſembly, | the mini- 
ſters and elders convened in the Aſſembly-houſe; 


May 24. 1781. 


and, after prayer by the faid Dr Hary Spens, Dr 


William Dalrymple, one of the miniſters of Ayr, was 
choſen Moderator; and, at the Allembly*: s defire, took 
the chair. 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Honourable George 
Earl of Dalhouſie, to repreſent his Majeſty's Royal 
perſon, read, and ordered to be recorded. 


The King's moſt gracious letter to the Alſembly read, 


and ordered to be recorded. 


The Commiſſioner's ſpeech, at opening this Aſſembly; 


and the Moderator's ſpeech, in return thereto. 


[0 Majeſty" s Royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, deli- 
vered in to the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſ- a 


ſioner, read, and ordered to be recorded. 

one of the miniſters 
of Edinburgh, - unanimouſly appointed ſub-clerk of 
Aſſembly, and clerk to the Committee for managing 
his Majeſty's Royal Bounty, in place of Mr James 
Edmonſtone, deceaſed. 

Mr George Cairncroſs, writer in Painborgh, unani- 


mouſly appointed agent for the Church, in place of 


ſaid Mr Edmonſtone. 
A Committee named for anſwering the King 5 moſt Sra- 


cious letter. 


Tlie ſame Committee named to draw up an died. to 
his Flajeſly, in congratulation of the birth of another 


Prince, 


/ : 
; , / 
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Prince, and on account of the war in which Great 


Britain is at preſent engaged. 
A Committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from 
diets thereof, naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner, receiving in liſts of 
the probationers i in the ſeveral preſbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. | | 1 
Committee for overtures named. 4 | 
Committee for bills, references, and appeals, named. 


Adj Journment. 


May 25. 1781. Se. 2d. 
Sederunt. | 5 8 5 5 
A diet ſpent in prayer. | 
New commiſſions produced. 
Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of 
the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, read, and the obſerva- 


tion thereof enjoined. to 
"Miniſters named to N before his Grace che Com- 3 5 =) 


miſſioner. 

The Committees for overtures ; and bills appointed to meet 
this evening in their uſual * 

Adjournment. 


Moy 26. 1781. Se. 3d. 
Sederunt. | 7x > 5: 
New commiſſions: produced. 
The report of the committee for overtures called for ; 
the fame was given in and read over. 

The draught of an anſwer to the King's moſt gracious 
letter to this Aſſembly brought in and approved; and 
his Grace the Cone at the Aſſembly's requeſt, | 
undertakes-to tranimit the ſame to his Majeſty, 5 

The draught of an addreſs to his Majefty, in congratula- RS 

tion of the birth of another Prince, and on the preſent 
ſituation of public affairs, brought in and approved; 
and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's 
requeſt, undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Ma- 
.jelty. a 

An objection to the S Grind the preſbytery of 
Meigle heard; the Aſſembly ſuſtained the objection, 
and ordered the commiſſioners names to 5 expunged 
from the roll. 


An 2 
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An objection to the commiſſion from the burgh of Ren- 
ſrew heard; the Aſſembly repelled the objection, and 
{uſtained the commiſſion. 

An objection to the commiſſion from the Univerſi ity of 

St Andrew's heard; the Aſſembly repelled che ob- 
jection, and ſuſtained the commiſſion. 

The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills 
called for, produced, and read over. 

Reſolved to conſider on Monday the comnaiifiion from 
the burgh of Dunfermline, and after that Mr Law- 
ſon's 2675 and the cauſe of Terregles firſt on Tueſ- 
day. 

A ene named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly. 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly for 
managing the Royal Bounty for the reformat: of the 
Highlands and Iflands. 


A committee named to audite the. Prada 3 Agent? 8 


accounts, conſider the ſtate of the public Raney, and 
prepare overtures about the ſame. 

The committee for overtures impowered to receive in 
from the ſeveral members any inſtructions given to 
them by their reſpective ſynods or preſbyteries, claſs 
the matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 


thereupon to the Aſſembly; and receive in and con- 


ſider any accounts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate 
of the Church in the North Highlands, particularly 
concerning the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, 


and prepare overtures for preventing or ſuppreſſing 


thereof. 

The committee for bills appointed to meet on Monday 
morning at ten o' clock, and the committee for revi- 
{ing commiſſions to meet this evening at eight o'clock. 

The report of the committee on tranſlations and park, 

| phraſes from the ſacred Scripture, g given in and read; 
bearing, That the committee have now prepared ſuch a 
collection of ſacred poems as they think may be ſub- 
mitted to the judgement of the Church; the commit- 
tee renewed, with additions thereto, and appointed 
to er their opinion of theſe poems, which are now 
Printed, 


3 
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printed for the peruſal of the members, at a future 
diet of Aſſembly. c 11. | 
Adjournment. _ 


May 28. 700 Se. 4th. 
Sederunt. | 

The report of the committee for overtures produced 
and read. 


An objection to the commiſſion from the preſbytery of 


Stranrawer, which had formerly been reviled, re- 
ferred to the Afſembly ; and the Aſſembly named a 
committee, to conſider whether a New reviſal can be 
allowed. 

Agreed to conſider, on Thurſday, overtures from the 
nods of Glaſgow and Ayr, Dumfries, and Perth and 
Stirling, relating to the mode of ſupplying vacant 
pe 

Overtures from the ſynods of Lothian' and Nene 
Merſe and Tiviotdale, Moray, Perth and Stirling, 
Fife, Angus and Mearns, and from the preſbytery of 
Dundee, anent licenſing probationers, delayed till the 
report of returns from preſbyreries to overtures tranſ- 
mitted is given in. | | 


Inſtructions from the preſbytery of Dumbarton, anent. 


erecting new pariſhes, to lie on the table till the re- 
port of the committee on new erections is given in. 
Report of the committee for bills called for, produced, 
and read. ; | 
Agreed to conſider the cauſe! of Carſphairn, after the 


"cauſe of Fenwick, which is to be taken wp immediate- 
ly after Terregles. 


A petition and complaint for Meſſ. James Wen and 


Robert Fernie, miniſters in Dunfermline, againſt the 
committee for bills, for refuſing to tranſmit a peti- 
tion and complaint to the Aſſembly. againſt the mini- 
ſter, Oc. of the Chapel of Eaſe there, read; re- 
commended to the petitioners to give in a new peti- 
tion to the committee, leaving out any complaint 
whatever; and only to crave What explanation they 
want, with 9 ay to the act 1779, anent the Chapel of 
Eaſ. 
Synod-books called for, but none of them were brought 
up; excuſes offered and ſuſtained for the abſence of the 


. ſynod- 
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ſynod-· books of Moray, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Glaſ- 
gow and Ayr, and Lothian and Tweeddale; reſolved that 
the reaſons for the abſence of the reſt be enquired into. 
The committee on the window and houle-tax conti- 
nued, with the ſame powers, with additions there- 


to, | | | 
The committee on the Enzie fund continued with the 


ſame powers. 


An appeal of Bailie William a bt in Dun- 


fermline, againſt the kirk-ſeſſion of Dunfermline, for 
refuſing to atteſt his commiſſion from the burgh of 
Dunfermline, to repreſent the ſaid burgh in this Aſ- 
ſembly, heard; the commiſſion ſuſtained. 


An appeal of Mr James Lawſon, ſtudent in divinity, 


againſt a ſentence of the preſbytery of Auchterarder, 
rejecting his trials, and refuſing him a licence to 
preach the goſpel, heard; and a committee appoint- 
ed to conſider Mr Lawſon! 8 diſcourles, and to re- 


port. 
Adjournment. 


May 29. 1787. 7 5th, 


\ 


Sederunt. 


— 


A new commiſſion produced. 
Report of the committee for bills called for, produced, 


and read, 

Moved, that the low and indiſtinct voice with which 
many members of Aſſembly pronounce their. votes, 
leaving it often a matter of doubt in what manner 
they have voted, that in future the agent for the 
Church ſhould call the roll, and the clerk ſhould, 
immediately after the ſeveral members have pronoun- 
ced their votes, repeat them with an audible voice ; 
and the principal clerk ſhould mark the yotes, not 
from the voice of the members, but from that of the 
ſub-clerk ; unanimouſly agreed to by the Aſſembly, 
and ordered accordingly, 

An appeal of William Duke of Queenſberry, and of Mr 

John Kennedy preacher of the goſpel, his Grace's 

preſentee to the vacant church of Terregles, againſt a 

ſentence of the ſynod of Dumfries, refuſing to bein 

a call to the ſaid Mr Kennedy, heard; the ſentence 

of the {ynod reverſed, the call to the preſentee ſuſtain- 


— 


ed, and the preſbytery of Dumfries appointed to pro- 
ceed, with all convenient ſpeed, to the ſettlement of 
the preſentee, according to the rules of the Church. 
The committee on public accounts, Oc. appointed to 
meet to-morrow morning at half paſt nine o'clock in 
the Society- hall. | 
Acljournment. 


May 30. 1781. S/. 6th. 

Sederunt. h - 

A new commiſſion produced. 

Report of the committee appointed to conſider che com- 
miſſion from the preſbytery of Stranrawer produced 
and read; the committee appointed to meet again on 
Friday morning at half paſt nine. 

The committee for overtures apprineng to meet at ten 
on Friday morning. | 
The Procurator and A gent, and Printer*s accounts pro- 

duced, and ordered to lye upon the table. 

The committee for bills appointed to meet to-morow at 

ten o'clock. : 

An appeal of George Earl of Glaſgow and his curators, 

* and of Mr Willia 1 Boyd preacher of the goſpel, his 
Lordſhip's preſentee to the vacant church of Fenwick, 
againſt a ſentence of the ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr, 
of date 11th April laſt, ** fiſting all procedure in the 
ſettlement of the church of Fenwick, underſtanding 
thereby that the preſentee is laid aſide,” heard; the 
ſentence of the ſynod reverſed, the ' concurrence with 
the preſentee ſuſtained, and the preſbytery of Irvine 
appointed to proceed to the ſettlement of the- pre- 
ſentee with all convenient: ſpeed, according to the 

rules of the Church; againſt which judgment ſeveral 
members diſſented. 
Agreed to conſider the cauſe of Newburgh after the 
"cauſe of Carſphairn, and after that the petition of the 
miniſters of Dunfermline. 
Adjournment. 
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; May 31. 1781. S. 7th. 
Sederunt. | Pt 7 
A new commiſſion produced. 
Several members adhered to the diſſent of yeſlerday, in 
the cauſe of Fenwick. 


es. 
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Report of the committee for bills called for, produced, . 


and read; and the petitions for aid out of the public 
funds remitted to the committee on public accounts. 
Report of the committee appointed to confider Mr Law- 


ſon's cauſe produced and read ; ene to conſider 5 


the ſame on Saturday. 


Agreeable to the reſolution of Monday laſt, che Aſſem- 


bly proceeded to conſider the overtures from the ſynods 
of Glaſgow and Ayr, Dumfries, and Perth and Stir- 
ling, anent the mode of ſupplying vacant pariſhes, 
| &c. : They firſt conſidered the overture from Glaſ- 
gow and Ayr, which was not ſupported by any of 
the members of the ſynod, nor by any members of 
Aſſembly ; the Aſſembly diſmiſſed the ſaid overture as 
incompetent, and of a dangerous tendency : Againſt 
the laſt clauſe of which ſentence ſome members dil- 
ſented. 8 

The overture from the ſynod of Dumfries, and the laſt 
clauſe of the overture from the ſynod of Perth and 
Stirling, as containing matter of a ſimilar nature, next 
confided ; ; the Aſſembly diſmiſſed the ſame. 

The remaining part of the overture from the ſynod of 


Perth and Stirling afterwards conſidered ; the Aſſem- 
bly found this part of the overture unneceſſary, as 


what it propoſed was already ſufficiently ſecured by 
the ſtanding rules of the Cen ad 09% N the 


lame. 


The committee on new applications eiae to meet 


to-morrow, at half paſt nine, in the Society-hall ; and 

the committee on the Enzie fund to meet at ten in the 

ſame place. 9 F | 
Adjournment. + iii non Hin 


June 1. 751. Sf. 8h. 


Sederunt. | | * 
Diſſents from the ſentence on the overture from the nod 


of Glaſgow and Ayr. ; 

Report of the committee e to S che o- 
vertures anent new erections, called for; Dr M*Farlane 
conveener, made a verbal report, and referred to a 
memorial given in by the committee, to the Secretary 


for the Board of Annexed Eſtates ; the minded 


continued. 
Report of the truſtees of the wü fund produced, 
and 
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and ordered to lye on the table for the peruſal of the 


— 


members. 


The report of the committee on tranſlations and para- 


phraſes froin Scripture, produced, and read; the re- 
port agreed to, and the committee continued, to 
make what corrections they may think neceſſary, on 
the paraphraſes printed ; and thereaiter to tranſmit 
copies of the ſame to preſbyteries, for their peruſal : 


The printer for the Church to have the ſole privilege 


of printing and publiſhing theſe tranſlations and-pa-. 


raphraſes for the {pace of five years. 
Report of the committee lor OVertures called for, produ- 


ced, and read. 


The ſub- committee's report of returns to the overture con- 


cerning the ordination. of elders, and the overture 
conerning the licenſing of pt robat theſe two 
overtures re- xraiſmitted. Vide printed Acts. 


Merſe and Tiviotdale, anent licenſing probationers'; 
the Aſſembly agreed to turn the ſaid overture into an 
interim act. Vide Printed Acts. 


Report of the committee appointed to enquire into the 


method of reviſing commiſſions, and to propoſe a- 


mendments to the proceedings of that committee, 


given in, and read ; and approved of by the Aſſem- 
hl - . 


Agreed to conſider the fe from the ſyond of Lo- 


thian and Tweedale on Monday next. 


An appeal of John Newall, Eq; of Barkeoch, al of 


Mr Robert Affleck, preacher of the golpel, his preſen- 


tee to the vacant pariſh of Carſphairn, againſt a ſen- 


tence of the preſbyrery of Kirkcudbright, of date 2d 
May 1781, refuling ro ſaftain the call in favour of 


the prefentee, and finding they could not proceed. 


Proceeded to conſider the overture from the ſynod of 


farther in his ſettlement, heard ; the ſentence of the 


_ prelbytery reverſed, the concurrence-with the preſen- 


tee ſuſtained, and the prefbytery appointed to proceed 
to the ſ{ettiement of the preſentee with all convenient 
ſpeed, according to the rules of the Church, Againſt 
which judgement ſeveral members diented. 
Adjournment. 
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Sederunt. 
Several members adliered to the diſtents of yeſterday, i in 


A new commillion produced. 
' Reaſons of diſſent from the ſentence reſpecting tlie ſet- 


| 3 a motion, the Aſſembly unanimouſly fond Mr 


Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon 


Act approving the account of Mr George Cairncroſs, 


Two accounts dc to Mr. James, Dickſon, printer to the 


The report of the committee named to her the ap- 


pon a motion by a member of the committee ap- 


VDE 
June 24 1781. Se. g. 


the caule of Carſphairn. 


The diſſenters in the cauſe of Carſphairn allowed to. give 
in their reaſons of diſſent on Monday. 


tlement of Fenwick, given in, and openly . and 
ordered to lye in retentis. | 


| George © UNS entitled to the. vacant ſalaries of 
ſub-clerk to the Aſſembly, and. agent for the Church, 
_ ſince the death of Mr Edmonſtone ; and authoriſed the 
- Procurator for the Church to pay the ſaid ſalaries to 
him, and to take credit for the. fame. in his account 
with the Church. 


advocate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering 
and diſcharging Mr Robertſon. of the ſum received by 
him, and appointing that he debit himſelf, in his next 
account, with the ſum of L. 67 : 13: Ore Sterling, bcing 
the balance due by him. 


Agent for the Church, and appointing that he debit him- 
ſelf, in his next account, with the ſum of L. 7: 14: 6 
Sterling, being the balance due by him. 


Church, ordered to be paid. 


plications for ſhares of the public money given in and 
read; which being confidered by the Aſſembly, they 
found, that, in reſpect of the reſolution of the two for- 1 
mer Aſſemblies, and the preſent ſtate of the fund, 10 07 
theſe new applications cannot be complied wich at t pre- . 
ſent. . 


en e 


pointed to conſider the ſtate of the Church's public 
money, and which was unanimouſly agreed to, the 
Moderator, in name. of the Aſſembly, - returned their 
ſincere thanks ro Mr Ludovick Grant junior, writer 
in Edinburgh, for the care and attention he had paid 
to thele funds tor ſeyeral years pait, and earneſtly 

entreated 


7 N D E T rysr. 


Ai bens him to pa in his diligence and attention 
to that affair. 

Dr John Dryſdale diſcharged of theſum of L. 20 : 11 9 
Sterling, being the balance remaining in his hands of 
the fans for enabling ſtudents having the Galic lan- 
guage to proſecute their ſtudies. | 

The report of the Committee for naming the members of 
the Commiſſion, -and.preparing inſtructions for _ 
given in and approved of. 

The report of the viſitors of the commiſſi on- book given 
in and read; and the commiſſion's conduct approven: 
The Aſſembly's thanks given from the chair to the 
Moderator of che commiſſion, for their faithfulneſs 
and diligence in the affairs committed to them, and 

their book ordered to be atteſted. | | 

The report of the viſitors of the Roval Bounty Regiſter 
called for ; the conduct of the managers approved 
of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 

Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 

The report of the truſtees for managing the fund for a 
proviſion to miniſter's widows, &c. containing a ſtate 

of the fund under their management, and au account 
of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate re- 
giſter kept for that purpoſe, | 

The Aſſembly reſumed the confideration of the report 

of the committee appointed to conſider Mr Lawſon's 

- diſcourſes ;. the-repoit was read; the Aſſembly agreed 
to ſaid report, and affirmed the ſentence of the preſ- 
bytery of Aucherarder, refuſing to grant Mr Lawſon 
a licence. : | 

An appeal of the Bailies and Town Council of New- 
burgh, againſt two ſentences of the ſynod of Fife, 
heard; the ſentence of the ſynod reverſed, and the 

cauſe remitted to the ſynod of Fife, to take in and 
conſider taid appeal at their firſt ordinary meeting. 
The petition of Meſſ. James Thomſon and Thomas Fernie 
miniſters of Dunfermline, heard; the petition diſ- 
miſſed as incompetent. _ 

Adjournment, 
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INDEX 1581. PM 
June 4. 178 l. Sep. uh,” 


Sederunt. 
Reaſons of diſſent from the ſentence reſpecting "A ſet- 


tlement ol Carſphairn g given in, and openly read, an- 
ordered to be kept in retentis. 

Reaſons of Diſſent from the ſentence on the laſt "ws of 
the overture from the ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr, 
given ia, and opeuly read, and ordered to be kept 25 


retentlis, | 
Lit of probationers produced, 4 ordered to be re- 


corded. | 
decommended to preſbyterics to be more careful in 
ſen ling op exact lifts of probationers for the future on 
the bac & of i he. commilſions. 

The Aſſembly ordered all the {ynod-books to be ſent up 

to next Afſembly. 

The Aſſembly proceeded to conſider the reference from 

the {ynod of Lothian and Tweedale, anent irregular 
- marriages, and regulations on the fubject ; the Afſ- 
ſembly remitted the conſideration thereof to a com- 
mittee, and appointed them to report to next Aſſem- 
bly. . TS _— 

All cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter- 
mined by them, and cauſes remitted by former Afſem- 
blies, and not determined, referred to the Commiſſion, 

with power to them to judge and finally determine 


therein, 


Proteſtations admitted. | | | 
A committee named to revile the minutes of the Aſſem- 


bly's proceedings at this and all the other diets thereof, 
and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of Aſſembly as are 
to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being printed, 


The minutes of this day's ſederunt were read; the minutes 


of former ſederunts being read at the diets ſubſequent 


thereto. 
The Moderator's ſpeech to the Gefen Alſembiy, and his 
Majeſty's Com: ffioney 


The Lord Commiſſioner' s ſpeech to the Aeby. 

Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. 

The Aſſembly « concluded with Prove and ling) ng a plalm, 
PI 
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